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Adult Education   An Investment  That  Works      





Poverty & Literacy
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Reality


Approximately 20 percent of Michigan adults without a high school diploma live at or below 100 percent of the poverty level compared to 10 percent of the general population. (2000 US Census)


Approximately 40% of adults receiving TANF had not completed high school, compared with 29% of adults who had left welfare. (Children’s Defense Fund, 2000)


Michigan is one of 12 states where poverty increased more than two full percentage points since 2000, double the national average. (US Census Bureau)


The Kids Count 2004 report cites that 13.7% or 347,234 of Michigan’s children ages 0 – 17 live in poverty.


A study of low-income women called Making Ends Meet: How Single-Mothers Survive Welfare found that “almost half of all welfare-reliant women had fewer than 12 years of education.


U.S. Adult Literacy Programs:  Making a Difference stated 70% of adult welfare recipients function at the lowest level of literacy


Impact





Economic Self-Sufficiency


Michigan Adult Education programs improve the educational skills of adults in poverty and on public assistance.  Improving literacy and overall educational skills is one of the most effective strategies for assisting families in poverty to become economically self-sufficient and exit public welfare.


Improving Basic Skills:  The Effects of Adult Education in Welfare-to-Work Programs, a study of welfare recipients without high school diplomas, found that when recipients increase their basic skills, they tend to make substantial improvements in employment, earnings, and self-sufficiency


In “Will Wages Grow with Experience for Welfare Mothers?” a study of mothers receiving welfare, each additional year of schooling led to an approximated 7% wage increase.


More than 65% of people on welfare who have a diploma or the equivalent leave welfare and become self-sufficient within two years.


Return on Investment


In Michigan, the Family Independence Program (FIP) pays an average of $4,450 per year to support one parent and one child.  During 2004, the Adult Education Program worked with more than 2,000 FIP clients in helping them improve their basic skills, earn a high school credential, and gain self sufficiency.  Investing in Adult Education can result in significant savings in public assistance payments.
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