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Adult Education   An Investment  That  Works      





Crime & Literacy
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Reality


The number of prison inmates in Michigan has more than tripled to 48,000 from 15,000 a quarter-century ago. 


Michigan's incarceration rate (489 per 100,000 residents) is higher than all of its neighbors and higher than the Midwest average of 375 per 100,000 residents.


The financial cost of prisons in Michigan is ever-growing. The Corrections Department's share of the state's General Fund budget, its main discretionary checkbook, has risen to nearly 20 percent from 5 percent two decades ago. 


Nationally, 49 percent of prison inmates do not have a high school diploma. (Literacy behind prison walls. Washington, DC: National Center for Education Statistics.)


Impact





Inmates who participate in basic education programs while incarcerated have lower recidivism rates than those who do not. (The Three State Recidivism Study, Steurer, p.40)


Inmates who participate in basic education programs while incarcerated are more successful at finding and sustaining gainful employment on release that those who do not. (The Three State Recidivism Study, Steurer, p.40)


A study of recidivism rates conducted by the Virginia Department of Correctional Education found that of those who had no educational programming while incarcerated, 49.1% were re-incarcerated compared to 19.1% of those who completed an educational program.


In 2004-2005, Michigan’s Adult Education Program helped 8,336 incarcerated individuals improve their basic skills.





Return on Investment


The average cost to keep an individual incarcerated for one year in Michigan is approximately $30,000.  The annual cost of providing adult education and literacy services averages $984 per student.  Adult Education is an investment that works!
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