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Adult Education   An Investment  That  Works      
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Reality


In 2004, child poverty in Michigan stood at 18 percent, up from 13.6 from 2000. (US Census Bureau)


In 2002, one of every six newborns in Michigan had a mother who had not completed 12 years of education. (Kids Count 2004)


In 22 Michigan counties, including two counties with some of the largest concentrations of children, a fifth of mothers of newborns had not completed high school. Over half of Michigan mothers with less than a high school education were in their 20s, another 40 percent were teens, and 70 percent were single parents. (Kids Count 2004)


Between 2001 and 2003, participation in the Food Stamp Program escalated by 44 percent among Michigan residents; 80 percent of Food Stamp households are families with children.


One-third of the state’s children live in families only marginally above the poverty level as evidenced by the share of students eligible to participate in the School Lunch Program at free and reduced prices in 2003. (Kids Count 2004)


Studies show that it takes at least twice the official poverty level just to make ends meet. (Michigan League for Human Services)


Impact


Children born to a mother who has not completed a high school education are vulnerable in several ways:  economically, physically, and emotionally.


Children born to parents without a high school education are at higher risk of not getting their basic needs as well as their developmental needs met, particularly in the formative early years when mothers play such a crucial role in child development as well as basic care. (2004 Kids Count) 


Recent studies have revealed that young children from families with low parental education levels are less prepared for school in terms of their intellectual development. For example, only 38 percent of kindergarten children whose mothers lacked a high school degree could demonstrate proficiency at recognizing letters, the first step to reading, compared with 86 percent of kindergarteners whose mothers had graduated from college. Importantly, these reading readiness deficits at an early age tend to persist over the elementary school years. (2004 Kids Count)


Many studies have shown a link between parental involvement and a child’s success in school.  Parental involvement at school is related to household income and parental level of education.  As educational attainment of the parent increases, parental involvement increases. (National Center for Family Literacy)


 


Return on Investment


The average cost for educating a child in Michigan’s public schools exceeds $6,700/year.  By investing $984/year in the parent’s education, we can help ensure the benefits and success of that child’s education.
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