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Adult Education   An Investment  That  Works      





College Transition & Literacy
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Reality


12,000,000�
the shortage of skilled workers (GED plus “some” college) within the decade (Tony Carnevale, Educational Testing Service)�
�
1,283,071�
the number of Michigan adults who have not completed high school�
�
21,000�
adults enrolled in GED or adult high school services�
�
4,138�
Michigan adult education students earned a GED or high school diploma last year�
�
The GED and some college increases income and decreases unemployment:


Level of Education Completed�
Lifetime Earnings�
Median Weekly Earnings in 2003�
Unemployment Rate in 2003 (%)�
�
Not a High School Grad�
$993,466�
$396�
8.8%�
�
High School Grad�
$1,298,316�
$554�
5.5%�
�
Attended Some College�
$1,462,379�
$622�
5.2%�
�
Associate Degree�
$1,527,582�
$672�
4.0%�
�
Bachelors�
$2,173,417�
$900�
3.3%�
�
� HYPERLINK "http://stats.bls.gov/emp/emptab7.htm" ��http://stats.bls.gov/emp/emptab7.htm��
�
Lower level workers salaries are stagnant or declining over the last quarter century  


Eighty percent of the fastest growing jobs in the U.S. require some post-secondary education. (Fact Sheet, Jobs for the 21st Century, The White House, 2004)


Michigan ranks 39th among the 50 states in terms of its percentage of adults with a college degree.





Impact


4,138 adult education students received their GED or diploma last year; 253 of them enrolled in college.


Completing high school/GED and enrolling in community college or other advanced training programs qualifies adults for higher level jobs today and in the future.


Increased income supports families and provides a family sustaining income.   


Increased taxes support government services and the resulting quality of life. 





Return on Investment


When those 4138 adult students got their GED, their combined annual salary potential increased from $85 million to $119 million.  The taxes they pay (at 20%) increased from $17 million to nearly $24 million.  If they would enroll in the community college, their combined salaries would increase to $133 million and the taxes they would pay would increase by $3 million.





Education�
Salary�
Taxes�
�
No Diploma�
85,209,696�
17,041,939�
�
GED or Diploma�
119,207,504�
23,841,501�
�
Some College�
133,839,472�
26,767,894�
�



Thus, the return on investment in taxes alone is significant ($6-$9 million), but the return on investment for the 4,138 families and the quality of life may be even more significant
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