Skill:  Writing/Language Arts/Reading
Proverbs/Adages Activity

Objective:

Given subject and predicate pieces cut from common proverbs and adages, students will combine random subjects with a correct (in number) verb/predicate to create humorous adages or proverbs.  

Materials:

Proverbs or adages (find lists on the Internet) enlarged and printed on cardstock, cut into two parts: subject and predicate.  Make selections based on including a variety of singular and plural subjects, compound subjects, and subjects containing prepositional and/or participial phrases.

Procedure:

Discuss subject/verb agreement.  Discuss common adages/proverbs and their literal and figurative meanings.  Have students volunteer examples.

Group students in pairs or threes and give them a set of subjects and a set of verbs.  Have students make new sentences (some will be nonsense) focusing on correct subject/verb agreement.  Make sure to emphasize that the students are not looking for the actual subject verb combination but are looking for correct subject/verb agreement in combining the subjects and predicates.

EXAMPLE:

“A fool and his money spoil the broth.”  But not: “A fool and his money makes the world go round.”
“Too many cooks are soon parted.”   But not:  “Too many cooks gathers no moss.”
During the activity have students focus on subject/verb agreement and discuss why some choices are right grammatically while others are incorrect.
Closure:

Make sure students understand the rules and conditions for subject/verb agreement, conditions of common subject verb agreement problems (such as in compound subjects, subjects containing prepositional phrases, and subjects containing personal or indefinite pronouns.  

