Skill:  Language Arts/Writing

Sentence Structure/Conjunctions Activity

Objectives: 

1) The learner will identify and differentiate coordinating conjunctions, subordinating conjunctions, and connective adverbs.

2) The learner will construct compound and complex sentences using the appropriate conjunction.

3) The learner will use correct punctuation in his/her sentence construction.

Materials:

Conjunction cards

Punctuation cards

Sentence cards

Preparation:

Write each coordinating conjunction on separate cards (and, but, or, nor, for, so, yet); make cards containing a variety of subordinate conjunctions making sure to include conjunctions that could be used in place of a coordinating conjunction (although, because, when, if, as, before, after, since, etc).   Also, make a set of cards containing connective adverbs (therefore, moreover, however, for example, etc). Use both sides of your cards in order to allow students to choose capital letter or lower case.   Make several sets of two related independent clauses. (Depending on the level of your students, you may decide to make your cards single words or word groups).  (I keep adding sentences to my card sets in order to allow students  to be able to use new sentences rather than memorizing the same ones each time we do this activity).  Make sets of punctuation cards: one period, two commas, one semicolon.  You will want to make enough sets for the number of groups you will divide your class into (I usually have two students per group).

Activity 1:

Have students work in pairs to categorize their conjunction cards into three groups:  coordinating conjunctions, subordinate conjunctions, and connective adverbs.  Discuss punctuation requirements for each group and have students find words with similar meanings and/or purposes among the three groups.  For instance, “however,” “but,” and “although” each have the purpose of showing a contrast between two sentences, yet each word functions as a different part of speech and requires different punctuation considerations.

Activity 2:

Have students work in pairs to construct two sentences and then use the correct conjunction and punctuation to join the two sentences.  When they have correctly joined two sentences, have them use a different type of conjunction or to join the sentences to have the same meaning, making sure they also correctly adjust punctuation.  (With ‘but,’ ‘although,’ and ‘however,’ placement of the conjunction and the order of the sentences will need to be considered, for instance.  Also, ‘for’ and ‘so’ can be used with the same two sentences but in different sequence.)  Encourage discussion while students are manipulating their cards.  Ask them how the sentences relate to each other and what the best words are to show that relationship.

Activity 3:

Have students exchange sentences with other groups and see if they can come up with additional correct combinations.  

Closure:

Make sure students can tell each other the difference among the three types of connector/conjunctions.  Make sure they can explain the purpose of each connector/conjunction.  Make sure they can explain the punctuation rules for each type of sentence they have created: compound with coordinating conjunction, compound with a semicolon and connective adverb, or complex.

Note:

Many students think it’s okay to combine sentences with just a comma.  Including two commas will help you identify those students and provide instruction to correct.

