Skill:  Writing/Language Arts/Reading
“Pardon Me, I Think Your Modifier is Dangling”

Objectives: 

The learner will identify modifying phrases in sentences.

The learner will recognize modifying phrases that are out of place or dangling in a sentence.

The learner will rewrite and correct sentences containing dangling or misplaced modifiers with the modifier in the correct position.

Materials:

List of sentences containing dangling and/or misplaced modifiers (depending on the instructional level this activity can be divided into separate lessons, one on misplaced modifiers (where the modifying phrase just has to be moved to another part of the sentence in order to be correct) and one on dangling modifiers (where the sentence must be rewritten to contain the correctly modified words).

Drawing paper

Coloring materials, such as crayons, colored pencils, markers, etc.

Procedure:

Have students read sentences containing dangling/misplaced modifiers and discuss why these sentences are incorrectly written and what might be humorous about the way they are written.

Discuss ways to correct the sentences.

Distribute incorrect sentences and have students draw the literal meaning of the sentences as written.  Have them write the corrected sentence on the back of their drawing.

Closure:

Share the pictures with the class and discuss the humor and incorrectness of the modifiers and sentences.  Display the pictures or (even better) create a book of humor based on the pictures and sentences.

