Citizenship Course Outline

Week One:  Introductions (Week 1)

· Getting to know each other
· Name
· Length of time in U.S.?
· Where from?
· Why came to the U.S.?
· Other family here?
· Why do you want to become a citizen?
· Pre-Test
· Basic Steps to Becoming a Citizen
· Are you eligible?
· You must be a lawfully admitted adult 18 years or older who has resided in the U.S. five or more years as a permanent resident or three years if married to a U.S. citizen.  Must demonstrate continuous residence and good moral character.
· File a Form N-400 application to the USCIS, including 2 color photos, a check for $330.00 for the application fee and a check for $70 for the biometrics services fee for fingerprinting.  Both fees should be submitted with the Form N-400.  Checks should be made payable to:  Department of Homeland Security or U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services.  North Carolina residents should send their completed N-400 Form & Fees to:   USINS Texas Service Center

Attention N-400 Unit

P.O. Box 851204

Mesquite, TX 75185-1204

· USCIS will send a receipt for $400 and an appointment date for fingerprinting in Charlotte.
· Applicant will then receive a letter from USCIS giving him/her a date for an interview in Charlotte.
· The interview:  applicant will be asked questions regarding U.S. history and government and will be tested in knowledge of the English language.
· The final hearing:  applicant takes oath of allegiance and becomes a citizen.
· Benefits & Responsibilities of Citizenship
· Benefits:  Freedom of speech, freedom of worship, right to petition the government, freedom of press, right to a fair trial, freedom to meet peaceably, right to hold property, and right to life and liberty.  Can obtain U.S. passport, can vote in elections, can hold government office.
· Responsibilities:  Keeping informed about what is going on, voting in every election, obeying the laws, paying taxes, defending the country if it becomes necessary, serving on a jury if called, and being willing to hold office.
· Disadvantages:  Could lose green card if something is found in applicants record, some countries do not allow dual citizenship, cannot enter some countries with a U.S. passport.
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Part One:  U.S. History (Weeks 2-4)

Week Two

A.  Early History

· Native Americans

· Christopher Colombus

· Pilgrims and 13 Colonies

B.  Revolutionary War

· 1770’s – Colonists angry with King of England

· Patrick Henry, a Colonist, said:  “Give me liberty or give me death.”

· Colonists declared their independence.

· King of England sent his army and the Revolutionary War began.

· Thomas Jefferson wrote the Declaration of Independence during the war.

· July 4, 1776 – the Declaration of Independence was adopted by the Colonies and this day became Independence Day.

· The 13 original colonies became the 13 original states.

· George Washington was the Commander in Chief of the army during the way, after the war he became the first U.S. president and is now called the “father of our country”.

Week Three

A.  Civil War

· Growth of the U.S. (to the West) – increasing the number of states.

· Slavery

· 1860 Americans in the North said slavery was not OK and made laws; Southerners disagreed.

· South wanted to leave the Union and called itself the Confederacy, but the North did not want them to leave.

· Civil war began.

· President Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation – which freed the slaves.

· Union Army won in 1865.

B.  Later History

· After Civil War, influx of immigrants.

· 1917-1918 U.S. fought Germany in WWI.

· 1929 Great Depression/President Roosevelt

· 1941-1945 U.S. fought Germany, Japan and Italy in WWII (Allies:  England, France & Russia)

· Memorial Day and Veterans Day were established.

· After WWII – US and other countries started the UN.

· UN Purposes:  for countries to discuss and try to solve problems and to provide economic aid to many countries.

· 1959 – Alaska became the 49th state.

· 1959 – Hawaii became the 50th state.

· 1960’s – 1970’s – Civil Rights Movement and Martin Luther King Jr.
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Week Four

A.  The USA of Today

· The flag of the U.S. (colors, number of stars & stripes and their meanings)

· Pledge of Allegiance

· National Anthem – Star Spangled Banner (written by Francis Scott Key)

B.  History Review

Part Two:  U.S. Government (Weeks 5-8)

Week Five

A.  Executive Branch

· The executive branch includes:  the president, the cabinet, and the departments under them (i.e. social security).

· The president is the head of the executive branch.

· The official home (residence) of the president is the White House, located in Washington, D.C.

· The presidential term of office is 4 years.  A president can serve two full terms.

· Presidential elections = November

· Inauguration = January

· Requirements to become president:  35+ years of age & natural born citizen.

· President is commander in chief of U.S. military.

· President’s advisors = the cabinet

· Current President = George W. Bush

· Current Vice President = Richard Cheney

B.  Legislative Branch

· The legislative branch is elected by the people.

· Its main duty is to make federal laws.

· Another name for the legislative branch is the Congress.

· Congress meets at the Capitol Building in Washington, D.C.

· There are two houses of Congress:  The Senate and the House of Representatives.

· Senators work in the Senate.  They serve for six-year terms.  There is no limit to the number of terms they can serve.

· There are two senators per state, for a total of 100 senators.

· North Carolina’s Senators = Elizabeth Dole (R) and Richard Burr (R)

· Representatives work in the House of Representatives.  They serve for two-year terms.  There is no limit to the number of terms they can serve.

· The number of representatives per state depends on the population of that state.

· There are 435 voting members in the House of Representatives.

· A representative is sometimes called a congressman or congresswoman.

· The Leader of the House of Representatives is called the Speaker of the House.

· The Speaker becomes the president if both the president and the vice-president die.

· An idea for a new law is called a bill.

· Congress votes on bills.  If congress passes a bill, it goes to the president.

· If the president signs the bill, it usually becomes a law.

· If the president does not sign a bill, it is called a veto.

· Only congress has the power to declare war.
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Week Six

A.  Judicial Branch

· The main duty of the judicial branch is to interpret and explain the laws.

· There are federal courts and state courts.

· The highest court is called the Supreme Court and is located in Washington, D.C.

· The Supreme Court decides whether laws are constitutional or unconstitutional.

· There are nine justices of the Supreme Court.

· The leader of the Supreme Court is called the Chief Justice.

· Current Chief Justice = John Roberts

· The president nominates the justices.

B.  Constitution

· Tells how the U.S. government works.

· It is the supreme law of the land.

· Written in 1787.

· First part = preamble.

· Gives basic rights to all people living in the U.S. (citizens and non-citizens)

· Only a U.S. citizen can:  vote, work for the government, bring close relatives to live here & travel with a passport.

· Most important right of being a citizen = voting

· There are three branches of government (executive, legislative, judicial)

· The constitution can be changed.  Changes are called amendments.

· The first 10 amendments = Bill of Rights:  freedom of speech, press, religion and peaceable assembly.

· 14th, 15th, & 19th, amendments guarantee voting rights for all citizens.

· Today there are 27 amendments.

C.  State and Local Government

· There are three levels of government:  federal, state and local.

· Federal government governs everyone.

· State government governs people in the state.

· Local government governs people in its community.

· U.S. President = George W. Bush

· U.S. Vice-President =  Richard Cheney

· North Carolina’s Governor =  Michael Easley

· Capital of North Carolina = Raleigh

· U.S. Senators for NC = Elizabeth Dole (R) & Richard Burr (R)

· U.S. Representative for Buncombe County/Asheville = Charles Taylor (R)

· Mayor of Asheville =  Terry Bellamy (She is the head of Asheville’s local government).

Week Seven

A. Government Review

B. Success at Your INS Interview (Video)

C. N-400 Application Form
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Week Eight

A. Mock Interviews

B. N-400 Application Form 

C. Post-Test

D. Course Evaluation

