
CITIZENSHIP COURSE

Week One – Rights & Benefits of Citizenship

Objective:  By the end of the lesson, tutor and students will be well acquainted.  Students will take a pre-test so that the tutor can evaluate how much knowledge they have regarding U.S. history and government.  By the end of the session, SWBAT list the benefits and responsibilities of becoming a citizen, identify the basic steps in becoming a citizen, and answer the question: "Why do you want to be a U.S. citizen?"

Materials:  Pre-test, sample form N-400, decorations for classroom (i.e. flag, U.S. map, world map)

I. Motivation:
Introductions.  Tutor will ask students the following questions:  Name, Length of time in the U.S., Where from, Why came to the U.S., Other family here?, Why do you want to become a U.S. citizen?

Tutor emphasizes importance of the question, "Why do you want to become a U.S. citizen?"  This will most likely be asked at the INS interview.  Good answers include:  I want to vote.; I want to bring my family here.; This is my home now.", etc…

II. Information:

A.  Pre Test:  Tutor hands out pre-test.  Tutor explains that students will be tested again at the end of the course so that they can see their progress.  Pre-test length:  approximately 30 minutes.  

Part One:  Tutor dictates the following five sentences that the students must write.

a. The U.S. flag is red, white, and blue.

b. July 4th is independence day.

c. There are 50 states in the union.

d. The Star Spangled Banner is the national anthem.

e. Washington D.C. is the capital of the United States.

Part Two:  Written Test – Students have 20 minutes to answer 10 multiple choice questions.

B.  Basic Steps to Becoming a Citizen


Tutors introduces the following steps:

1. Are you eligible?  You must be a lawfully admitted adult 18 years or older who has resided in the US 5 or more years as a permanent resident or 3 years if married to a U.S. citizen.  You must demonstrate continuous residence of 5 years (at least 2 ½ years in the U.S.) – any vacation of more than 6 months is questionable.  You must also have good moral character.
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2. Men 18-26 must register for selective service (draft).

3. File a Form N-400 (available at www.uscis.gov) to the USCIS, including 2 color photos and $330 for application fee and $70 for fingerprints.  The N-400 can be submitted 3 months prior to applicants 5 year anniversary of living in the U.S. as a legal permanent resident (LPR).

4. Receive a receipt for the $400 and a letter with date for fingerprinting in Charlotte.

5. Receipt of a letter from USCIS giving applicant date for interview in Charlotte.

6. The Interview:  applicant will be asked 10 questions regarding U.S. history and government (must get at least 7 correct) and will be tested in knowledge of the English language.  (Applicant must be able to read, write (one sentence), understand and speak English.)  Officer will also ask why applicant wants to become a citizen.  Exceptions for test:  55 & older and LPR for 15 years – test in native language.  50 years old & LPR for 20 years, test in native language.  Over 65 & LPR for 20 years, easy test in native language – only have to study 10 questions.

7. Final hearing:  applicant takes oath of allegiance and becomes a citizen.

C.  Benefits & Responsibilities of Citizenship

Tutor has class brainstorm each of these and writes students’ responses on board.  Tutor fills in any blanks.

Benefits:  freedom of speech, freedom of worship, right to petition the government, freedom of press, right to a fair trial, freedom to meet peaceably, right to hold property,  and right to life and liberty.  Voting privileges.  Travel with a U.S. passport.

Responsibilities:  keeping informed about what’s going on, voting in every election, obeying the laws, paying taxes, defending the county if it becomes necessary, serving on a jury if called, and being willing to hold office.

Tutor asks students if they can think of any disadvantages to becoming a U.S. citizen.

Cons:  could lose green card if something is found in your record, some countries don’t allow dual citizenship, can’t enter certain countries with a U.S. passport.  (Mexico does allow dual citizenship.)

Homework:  Read Lessons 1-6 and do “Answer the Questions” exercises for each lesson.  Practice answering, “Why do you want to become a U.S. citizen?  Bring in a picture of current president and first president of the U.S. 
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Week Two – Early History & Revolutionary War

Objective: By the end of the lesson, students will understand some basic points of early US history, they will also understand the causes and outcomes of the revolutionary war.

Vocabulary:  Native Americans, colonies/colonists, settlers/settle, pilgrims, liberty, protest, declaration, unalienable, pursuit, unite

Materials:  blank map of U.S. (one for each student), textbook (“Getting Your Citizenship”)

I. Motivation:
For review of the first week’s lesson, tutor will go around the room and ask students, “Why do you want to be a U.S. citizen?”

Tutor asks students, “Who is the current president?  Did anyone bring a picture?  Who was the first president of the U.S.?  Did anyone find a picture?  (some will know that Washington’s likeness is on the $1 bill and quarters)

Go over homework – “Answer the Questions” pgs. 5, 7, 9, 15, 17, 19.  Tutor explains that answering these questions will help prepare the students for the INS interview questions. Students can also work on pronunciation.

II. Information

A) Tutor has students take turns reading paragraphs from Lesson 3: The Thirteen Colonies.

B) Tutor has students study the names of the 13 colonies by looking at the map on pg. 3 of the text.  (5 minutes)

C) Tutor hands out blank map of the US and has students form pairs and try to write down as many colonies as they can remember.

III. Practice

A) Tutor asks individual students to answer the questions on pgs. 10 & 20.

B) Tutor goes over vocabulary lists on pgs. 11 & 21; having students repeat the words to practice their pronunciation.

IV. Homework

· Read lessons 7-12 and do corresponding “Answer the Questions” exercises.

· Practice naming the 13 colonies

· Tutor hands out Flash Cards for INS questions #’s:  65, 86, 87, 44, 55, 58, 73, 74, 75, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 45, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 71
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Week Three – Civil War & Later History

Objective:  By the end of the lesson, students will understand the causes and results of the Civil War; and the growth of America as a world leader.

Vocabulary:  abolish, secede, union, migrate, civil rights, segregation, discriminate, minority, equal rights, industry, technology, poverty, dictators, allies, economic aid

Materials:  a $5 bill and a penny, a U.S. map, handout from pg. 103 of The Uncle Sam Activity Book, textbook

I. Motivation  

Tutor asks students as a group to list the 13 colonies.  Tutor writes answers on the board.  Review of correct pronunciation of the 13 colonies.

Sentence dictation:

a) Patrick Henry said, “Give me liberty or give me death.”

b) The original states of the United States were first called colonies.

Tutor asks students the INS questions (handed out in Week Two’s class) related to Early History and the Revolutionary War.

II. Information:

Tutor goes over the “Answer the Questions” exercises on pgs. 25, 28, 31, 37, 39 & 41

III. Practice

A) Tutor hands out pg. 103 from Uncle Sam’s Activity Book.  Tutor gives directions for how to do the match-ups activity.

B) Tutor has students read aloud (going around the room, each student reading one or two sentences) from pg. 53 regarding Later U.S. History.

IV. Review

A) Tutor asks students questions on pgs. 32, 33, & 42.

B) Tutor goes over vocabulary words on pgs. 33 & 43 to help students with the correct pronunciation.

V. Homework
· Read lessons 13, 14, & 15 and do “Answer the Questions” exercises on pgs. 47, 50 & 52.

· Tutor hands out flash cards for INS Question #’s 68, 69, 79, 46, 47, 72, 82, 100

· Tutor tells students to also study the questions on pgs. 57-58.
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Week Four: U.S. Flag, Pledge & National Anthem

Objective:  By the end of the lesson, the students will be able to talk about the U.S. flag, correctly pronounce the words for the Pledge of Allegiance, and understand the origins of the Star Spangled Banner.

Vocabulary:  democracy, republic, pledge, allegiance, indivisible, bombard, patriotic, national anthem

Materials:  handouts from pgs 41, 56 & 58 of the Uncle Sam Activity Book, U.S. flag, recording of the Star Spangled Banner

I. Motivation:

A) Tutor goes over homework on pgs. 47, 50 & 52.

B) Tutor asks INS questions handed out from Week Three regarding Civil War and later U.S. history.

C) Tutor brings in U.S. flag or uses the picture of one on pg. 56 of the Uncle Sam Activity Book.  Tutor asks students the number and significance of the stripes and stars.

II. Information:

· Tutor asks students the meaning of democracy and republic.

· Tutor asks if anyone knows why U.S. citizens say the Pledge of Allegiance (= to show respect to the flag and the country).

· Tutor asks students if their countries have something similar to the Pledge of Allegiance.

· Tutor teaches vocabulary from the Pledge of Allegiance:  pledge, allegiance, indivisible.

· Tutor hands out pg. 58 from the Uncle Sam Activity Book and has the student keep the paper upside down.  Tutor reads the Pledge and asks the students to just listen.  Then, tutor has the students turn over the page and try to fill in the blanks.  Tutor repeats the Pledge as necessary.

· Tutor goes over the pronunciation of the words with the students.  Students practice saying the Pledge with hand over heart.

· Tutor asks students if anyone remembers from the reading who wrote the Star Spangled Banner and why.  Tutor passes out pg. 41 of the Uncle Sam Activity with the words to the Star Spangled Banner.  Tutor plays recording for the students to hear.  Tutor reviews difficult vocabulary with respect to meaning and pronunciation.  Tutor plays recording again, students can sing along if they so choose.

III. History Review

Tutor conducts mock INS interviews using questions from pgs. 57-58.

IV. Homework

Practice saying the Pledge of Allegiance

Read lessons 17-22 and do corresponding “Answer the Questions” exercises.

      Tutor hands out flash cards for INS questions: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 62, 63
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Week Five:  Executive & Legislative Branches

Objective:  By the end of the lesson, students will be able to explain the role of the legislative & executive branches.

Vocabulary:  duties, declare war, impeach, representative, term of office, appointment, treaties, trial, commander-in-chief, enforce, execute, pass/veto a bill, appoint, resign, electoral college, inaugurate

Materials:    Handouts 102, 119, 120, 129 of Government Handouts

I. Motivation

A) Tutor goes over homework on pgs. 65, 68, 70, 77, 79, 81

B) Tutor asks INS questions handed out in Week Four regarding U.S. flag, Pledge, & Anthem

C) Tutor draws the following chart on the board:

II. Information

Tutor asks students, “What are the duties of  Congress?”

· To make laws

· To set taxes and collect them

· To declare war on other countries

· To set up federal courts

     Tutor asks students, “Who elects congressmen/women?”  (the people)



  “Where does congress meet?”  (the Capitol building in DC)

     Tutor asks why there are 435 representatives and 100 senators.  Tutor passes out and goes over handout pg. 102 of Government handouts.  

Tutor asks students, “What are the duties of the President?”

· To enforce and execute the laws of the constitution and the laws congress makes.

· Signs bills into law or vetoes bills.

· Meets with leaders of other nations and makes treaties

· Appoints people to government offices.
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II. Information (cont’d)



Tutor asks students, “Who can become President?

· Natural born citizen

· At least 35 years old

· Has lived in US for 14 years

Tutor asks students, “What is the President’s term of office?”

· 4 years, 2 terms only

Tutor passes out pgs. 199 & 120 of Government handouts

III. Review

Tutor goes over questions and vocabulary on pgs. 71, 72, 82, & 83

IV. Homework

Read lessons 23-27 & do corresponding “Answer the Questions” exercises

Tutor hands out INS flash cards for questions: 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 38, 77, 83, 88, 97, 98, 52, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 35, 42, 48, 51, 66, 70, 89, 90, 91, 93, 94, 95, 96, 99

Tutor tells students to find out the names of the following people:  NC Senators, U.S. representatives for Asheville, NC Governor, Asheville Mayor
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Week Six:  Judicial Branch & the Constitution

Objective:  By the end of the lesson, the students will be able to explain the role of the judicial branch and to express what the constitution is and how it can be changed.

Vocabulary:  interpret, unconstitutional, amend, noncitizen, peaceable assembly, petition, bear arms, quarter, warrant, state government, local government, capital, Capitol, lawmakers

Materials:  textbook, pg. 124 of Government Handouts

I. Motivation:

-Tutor goes over homework pgs. 87, 91, 94, 95, 99, 102

-Tutor asks INS questions handed out on Week Five, regarding the Legislative & Executive Branches

-Tutor passes out pg. 124 of Government Handouts to discuss the judicial branch


      -Tutor completes the following chart on board:


 -Tutor asks, “What are the duties of the Judicial Branch?

· To interpret the laws

             - “Who serves as a Supreme Court Justice?”

· Nine judges, appointed for life by the president

· Head judge is called the Chief Justice, current Chief Justice is William Rehnquist

II. Information: Constitution

1. Tutor asks students:  “What is the constitution and why does it exist? Can it be changed?  How?  Is this a good idea, in your opinion?”

2. Tutor asks, “What is the bill of rights?”

a. A list of rights and freedoms

b. The original constitution did not address the rights of the people, so in 1791 – 10 amendments were added to describe the rights of the people & they are called the Bill of Rights.
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II. Information (cont’d)

3. Tutors asks, “What freedoms does the first amendment guarantee?”

a) speech, b) press, c) religion, d) peaceable assembly, & e) petition

4. Tutor goes over remaining amendments of the bill of rights

III. Information:  Levels of Government

1. Tutor explains that the US has three levels of government:  federal (highest level), state and local.

a. The federal government governs everyone and is located in the Capitol building in Washington, DC.  The President’s official home is the White House located on 1600 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W.

b. The federal government helps people by:  giving out student loans, providing social security, providing training for the unemployed, building & maintaining highways & bridges, and cleaning up polluted air and water.

2. Tutor has the students fill in the chart on pg. 26 of the textbook:

a. U.S. President:  George W. Bush

b. Vice President:  Richard Cheney

c. U.S. Senators for NC:  Elizabeth Dole – R

  John Edwards – D

d. U.S. Representative for Asheville:  Charles Taylor – R

3. Tutor asks if students know the difference between state and local government.  State government – governs only the people in its state.  Local government governs only the people in its community.

4. Tutor has the students fill in the chart on pg. 101 of textbook.

a. NC Capital:  Raleigh

b. NC Governor:  Michael Easley

c. Head of Local Gov’t (Asheville Mayor):  Charles Worley
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IV. Review:

Tutor goes over questions and vocabulary on pgs. 88, 96, 103, & 104

V. Homework:

Read lessons 28 & 29

Read pgs. 114 & 115

Practice INS questions on pg. 117

Tutor hands out flash cards for INS questions:  23, 24, 36, 37, 38, 43, 53, 54, 67, 19, 20, 21, 22, 38, 39, 64, 76, 78, 80, 81, 84, 85, 92, 31, 41, 50, 56, 57
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Week Seven:  “Tips on Succeeding at Your INS Interview”

Objective:  By the end of the lesson, the students will know what to expect from their INS interview and will understand how to fill out the N-400 application form.

Materials:  “Success at Your INS Interview” video, handout: “Tips on Succeeding at Your INS Interview”, N-400 forms 

I. Motivation:

Tutor goes over homework on pgs. 107 & 109.

Tutor asks INS questions handed out on Week Six, regarding the Executive Branch, the Constitution, and Local Government

II. Information

Tutor show the “Success at Your INS Interview” video  (60 minutes)

III. Practice

Tutor allows volunteer students to answer the questions in the practice segments of the video.

Tutor tells students to turn to pg. 114 in textbook and reads the Oath of Allegiance.  Tutor summarizes meaning.  Tutor reads each sentence and has students repeat.

Tutor passes out blank N-400 forms and starts to go over how to fill it out, if time allows.

IV. Homework:

-Study the 100 INS History & Government forms in preparation for mock interviews.

-Finish filling out N-400 form and bring completed form to next class.

-Be prepared to answer questions on pgs. 111-113 (using information from N-400 form)

CITIZENSHIP COURSE

Week Eight:  Wrap-up & Review

Objective: By the end of the lesson, the students will have had the opportunity to practice answering INS interview questions while reviewing the material learned in the course.

Materials:  INS Questions; post-test; course evaluation form

I. Mock Interviews:

Tutor sets the scene for the mock interviews.  Tutor can interview all students or only those who volunteer.

Procedure:

· Tutor calls out a student’s full name and asks that student to come to the front of the class.

· Tutor asks:  “Do you promise to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth?”

· Tutor asks student questions from his/her N-400 form.  (If the student forgot his/her form, general questions can be asked.  Such as:  What is your current address?  How long have you lived there?  How many children do you have?)

· Tutor asks 3-5 government/history questions from the list of 100 INS questions.

· Tutor asks student to write one sentence of dictation.

II. N-400 Form

Tutor addresses any questions regarding filling out the N-400 form

III. Post-Test

Tutor passes out the post-test and gives students 15 minutes to take the test.

Dictation Sentences:  

1. July 4th is independence day.

2. The Supreme Court interpret and explains the laws.

3. The U.S. flag is red, white and blue.

4. I live in North Carolina.

5. Raleigh is the capital of North Carolina.

V. Course Evaluations:

Tutor passes out the evaluation forms and asks students to evaluate the course.  Students are told they’ll be contacted in 3 to 6 months to follow-up on their progress toward attaining citizenship.

Tutor hands out directions to the Charlotte INS office.

