CED Cooperative Learning Projects/Ideas:
Cooperative learning is a great idea for CED students and can be attained in many ways. Class projects get everyone involved and can be challenging as well as lots of fun! The amount of time spent on the projects could be designed to fit different schedules and could include student goals.

Some ideas to consider:

· TV related learning project ideas;


      American Idol: After presenting the project outline in an 

    
     appropriate time frame;

 
*have students report on different contestants, 




  happenings of the show


* each student can choose a contestant to 





   research(background-internet, etc…)


* design posters on the show letting students design, etc…

* design chart for students ideas on the possible winners


* use diagrams for different types of music, charting who sings what 

    songs, etc…


* use a reward of some type for the end of the season so that students   
   have something to look forward to.

   Cooking Shows: After choosing particular cooking show(s) that students have interest in;


*let each student volunteer for particular night of the week to watch 

  and report about the next day.


* choose a recipe that someone has talked about and let students 

    “find” ingredients in magazines, sales papers, etc….  


* collect recipes as students report and have cooking activity at end of 
    month 

* make project board for cooking show and let students type out    

    recipes and display (possibly with pictures form internet)

· Current Event Project Ideas:

*have students follow gas prices/reasons for hikes and chart

* let students chart storms/hurricanes and keep track of storms for current year

* assign certain students (that follow the news) to report on a given story for the day/week-make presentation

* Higher functioning students may enjoy making posters/boards that detail the war/and or election

* Other students might like to follow sports as a group project, a World Series/March Madness bulletin board would be fun

· Outdoor  Project Ideas

 * Landscaping projects/flower beds: let students have ownership by                                        
planning specific seeds, plants, shrubbery/shopping for and then 
designing project/maintaining
* Gardening: same concept except with actually growing fruits or vegetables/maintaining plants, etc… 

* Cleaning/beautifying: after selecting specific space to beautify, use class charts/graphs to record supplies needed/time spent/student responsibilities,etc…

· Movie Related Ideas:

 After choosing movie:

*have students choose characters to talk about/report on.

*Have student’s research actors/actresses

* design project board around movies main idea 
* design spelling/reading words around movie theme

* relate movie theme to life of students and have them present

* read the book as a class

· Citizenship Project Ideas:

* volunteer at local business/ establishment (or own facility) after seeking out specific needs/time frames, etc…(visiting, picking up trash, cleaning, sorting, etc…)
* Let each student be responsible for one positive way to contribute to peer group each week and chart

* have students report on peers positive contributions 

* challenge students to see who can have most positive attitude in certain time frame and set reward……talk about positive attitudes on regular class basis and do activities around optimism and its benefits.
· Self Advocacy Project Ideas:
*set up project boards/files/folders for each student (personal portfolio), include basic personal information and then work on different categories to fill in:

Likes/dislikes, doctors/health info. Caretakers info. hobbies, accomplishments, school history, family details-siblings,etc…

Needs/wants/, dietary needs, goals,
* create a “where to go for help” section and include “what if” questions for students to think about: “What if I was home alone and there was a fire?” _______________________________________
* include pictures/clippings/drawings in the portfolios 

* encourage students to think about life/situation changes 
· Health Project Ideas;
         * have students keep daily food journals and talk about everyday 

       In class, categorize foods in groups and daily allowances,etc…


    * chart weight as a class or confidentially 

    * set aside some time everyday for students to report about one           
        good thing they did that day for their health-chart


    * have students make posters for different health related topics:

       Maintaining healthy weight/exercising/ seeing doctor regularly/   

       eating properly/taking vitamins/ hygiene, etc…

Planning is the key to any project but especially with the CED population. For them to buy into the project idea, it must be carefully thought out and planned for in many ways. From the materials to the ideas, being able to use projects in the classroom are the most successful when there is little to no “down time” or boredom. 

Making each student an integral part of the project is challenging at best but is well worth it in the end when the class feels like a group and achieves a sense of accomplishment.
